
A case for education

Poverty, education and corruption

go hand in hand in countries that 
suffer from earthquake disasters



Seismology

Earthquake 
Engineering

Paleoseismology

historical
earthquakes

GPS & InSAR

plate motions

Seismic 
Hazards

Seismic 
Risk

micro-
zonation

subsurface 
structure

statistics
GEM etc

Schools
hospitals 

fire-stations

Bridges
Pipelines

Dams

skyscapers
city halls

apartment blocks

1 billion
1-3  family
dwellings

vulnerability

vulnera
-bility

Science and technology and statistics

ignorance corruptionpoverty

Societal
response 
to future
quakes is 
aimed at 
engineered 
structures

future earthquakes will  target society's weaknesses

ie deaths from earthquakes  (≈50,000/year) will continue to rise
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future earthquake will target civilization's weaknesses

The fix....... 
for ignorance = education about their history of earthquakes
for poverty = education about ways to build safely with existing materials
for corruption = education about the fatal affects of sloppy construction

EDUCATE THE CHILDREN 
START IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOLS
They will educate their parents, 

and the future leaders, 
and the next generation
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83% of all deaths from earthquakes in the past 
30 years in low income  corrupt nations


